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‘e beginning of the school
year variesfrom county to
country. Spain, Mexico, and
counties n the Spanish-

spealing Carlbean gener-
ally have 2 simiar calendar

0 the Urited Sates,
whereas in Costa ica
Schaol begins around
March 1 and ends in
December. Students in
Costa Rica have three
weeks of vacaton n July.
Why do you think the
schaol year begins in the
falln the United Sates?
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Students in public schools
in some Spanish-speaking
countris have fewer elec-
tive lasses than students
in the United States. In
Costa Rica, high school st~
dents take the same class-
esfor the fst thee years.
In their thirdyea,they take:
a national exam fosee f
they continue a college:
preparatoy program, or
spend their last two years
in a technical or vocatonal
program. How s this dife-
entfrom your school?
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I Costa Rics, i a student
fail a course ft must be
made up during vacation.
Fa stdent fils two css-
es and ko fal the exams.
offered at the end ofvaca
tion, he o she must repeat
the whole semestet How
does this compare to the
grading system and to
sate exams in he United
States?
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Prvateschooks in Costa
Rica startn the morning
and rn unlearly ater-
noon,similr to whathap-
pens in US.schools. On
th other hand some public
schoos i Costa ica have
three sessons: el tuno.
matutino s four hours of
dasses inthe moming, el
o vespertino s four
hours n the aftemoon, and
el turno noctumo i four
hours n the vening. How
wouldyour e be diferent
ifyou had dasses in the
cvenings?





